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The mission of the Congregational Methodist 
Church is as changeless as the heart of God, and that 
has never changed. God has always loved us. "For 
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life." (John 3:16) It is still the desire of 
God that all should come to salvation in Jesus Christ. 

This verse in 2 Peter 3:9 shows that the purpose 
of God is immutable. "The Lord is not slow in keeping 
his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is 
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance." Because of these 
treasured beginnings and the immutability of God, 
the Congregational Methodist Church is a 'message 
driven' organization that is dedicated to proclaiming 
and preserving the Gospel of Jesus Christ across 
continents, cultures and centuries. 
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Dr. Benny Tate has declared 
2014 as the year of prayer for the 
Congregational Methodist Church. 



PRAYER2014

“The only difference between the 

best you  can  do  and the best God 

can do is PRAYER.”

Dear Friends,  

Greetings in the matchless name of Jesus 
Christ. We have designated 2014 as The Year 
of Prayer in the Congregational Methodist 
Church and that will be the theme of our 
General Conference June 2-5.  The only 
difference between the best you can do and 
the best God can do is prayer. 

Last year, I had the wonderful opportunity and 
privilege to speak at the Brooklyn Tabernacle 
Church in Brooklyn, New York.  The church 
has grown under Pastor Jim Cymbala’s 
leadership from 25 people to over 12,000.  
What I still cannot get over is the fact that the 
church service started at 7pm but the people 
were lined up at 5pm to get in just to pray 
before the church service began.  Pastor 
Cymbala stated that God spoke to him when 
he first came to the church over 40 years ago 
and said, “If you and your wife will lead my 
people to pray and call upon my name, you will 
never lack for something fresh to preach.  I will 
supply all the money that’s needed, both for 
the church and for your family, and you will 
never have a building large enough to contain 
the crowds I will send in response.“  

For many years I have 
told congregations that 
Jesus did not teach His 
disciples how to preach 
but how to pray, 
however, that is not 
totally accurate.  The 
Bible actually says the disciples said “teach us 
to pray” in Luke  
11:1. Apparently, they needed motivation as 
well as method and I am convinced we can get 
so caught up in the method that we miss the 
motivation.   

The motivation cannot be provision.  The moti-
vation must be personhood.  Yes, if we seek 
His personhood, He will give us His provision.  
Remember, before Christ sent His disciples to 
preach, heal or cast out devils, He wanted 
them to be with Him (Mark 3:14, 15).  God 
wants you to be in fellowship with Him more 

than He wants you 
to do anything.  
You are a human 
being not a human 
doer.  Yes, it is the 
Beatitudes not the 
Do-attitudes.   

I want to challenge you to, every day, have a 
place, time and plan for being with the Lord.  
Oswald Chambers puts it all in perspective 
when he writes, “Remember, no one has time 
to pray.  We have to take time from other

 The Year of Prayer
Dr. Benny Tate- CMC President
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“Every great move of God can be 

traced back to a KNEELING figure.” 

“I truly believe 
that one person 
fully committed 
to prayer can 
change the 

world!” 

 
Only $10 + shipping 

things that are valuable in order to understand 
how necessary prayer is.” 
 
I truly believe that one person fully committed 
to prayer can change the world.  I recently was 
reading about the last great awakening that 
occurred in 
America.  The 
revival began in 
1857, when a 
Manhattan 
businessman by the name of Jeremiah 
Lanphier sent out an invitation for people to 
join him at the Reform Church Consistory on 
Fulton Street for a noontime prayer meeting 
focused on revival.  At the first gathering, six 
people showed up (out of a population of more 
than a million).  Gradually that prayer meeting 
spread and by 
1858 in New 
York City alone 
about six 
thousand people 
were involved in 
a daily, noontime 
prayer meeting.  
Tens of 
thousands 
crowded into the 
churches for  
 

prayer in the evenings – and ten thousand 
souls a week were being converted.  At the 
same time in Chicago, almost two thousand 
gathered for an hour of prayer every noon.  
Eventually, this prayer movement spread to 
almost the entire English-speaking world, to 

the mission fields 
and beyond.  It 
resulted in an 
awakening, a 
spiritual revival, a 

time of refreshing from God in which 
evangelism and missions spread far and wide 
and the work of God went forward and it all 
started with one individual.  Someone once 
said, “Every great move of God can be traced 
back to a kneeling figure. “  Will you be that 
figure? 
 
Prayerfully,  
 
 
 

Dream Big.  Pray Hard.  Think Long. 
According to Pastor Mark Batterson in his book, The Circle Maker, 'Drawing prayer circles around our 
dreams isn't just a mechanism whereby we accomplish great things for God. It's a mechanism whereby 
God accomplishes great things in us.' Do you ever sense that there's far more to prayer, and to God's 
vision for your life, than what you're experiencing? It's time you learned from the legend of Honi the 
Circle Maker---a man bold enough to draw a circle in the sand and not budge from inside it until God 
answered his prayers for his people. 
 God Honors Bold Prayers because 

Bold Prayers Honor God 

CHURCH 
MINISTRIES 
 

Call Church Ministries at 601-845-
8787, Extension 3 to order while 
supplies last… 10% discount on 10 or 
more. 
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DR. BENNY TATE is the Senior Pastor of Rock 
Springs Church where he has served over 20 
years and also serves as the president of the 
Congregational Methodist Church.   



MAKING A
DIFFERENCE

“Like never before, opportunities 

are being made available for our 

churches, pastors and leaders.”

Opportunities that 

 

“I believe 

that every 

one of us in 

our lifetime 

will be given 
opportunities

to find God’s 
will and to 

do God’s 
work.”

There’s a story that Zig Ziglar used to tell of a 
boy that went with his mother to the old general 
store. He liked to sneak away from his mother 
and when no one was looking he would dip his 
finger into the large barrel of molasses. The 
storekeeper caught him one day doing this and 
decided to teach the 
boy a lesson. So he 
picked up the boy by 
his britches and 
dunked him head first 
into the barrel of 
molasses and then set 
him out on the front 
porch of the store. But 
instead of crying the 
little boy could be 
heard out there 
praying, "God, give me 
the tongue to equal 
this opportunity."

Opportunities are 
important!  What we do 
with opportunities is
even more important! I
believe that every one 
of us in our lifetime will be given opportunities 
to find God’s will and to do God’s work. We are 
often given opportunities to make an eternal 
difference in the lives of others. Perhaps there 
is some truth in the old saying, “The greatest 
achievement of the human spirit is to live up to 
one's opportunities and make the most of one's 
resources.” As called leaders, we have an 
obligation to take 
advantage of those 
opportunities when 
they are presented to 
us.  Like never 
before, opportunities 
are being     made  

available for our churches, pastors and 
leaders.  We continue to provide quality events 
and resources that will expand, encourage, 
and equip our ministers and churches for 
healthy growth.  

LEAD TO SUCCEED: Visionary Principles 
For Leadership 
Church Ministries was privileged to partner with 
the CMC Office of the President/Dr. Benny 
Tate to bring Lead to Succeed (Featuring Dr. 
Stan Toler) to the North Texas Annual 
Conference. Pastor Ben Gerald (Chairman of 

the DCM) and the 
Christ Wesleyan CM 
Church of Bedford, 
Texas) hosted the 
event. Their hospitality 
was superb and their 
preparation, reception 

Make a Difference
Keith Merritt- Church Ministries Director
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of the people, the continental breakfast, snacks 
and the lunch was “Five Star.” Cameron 
Shiflett, Executive Pastor of Rock Springs, 
opened the conference with powerful and 
uplifting music. Pastor Gerald welcomed the 

conference and the congregation welcomed 
me as I gave an update on church ministries.  
President Tate followed with a greeting and the 
introduction of Dr. Stan Toler. East Texas, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and North 
Texas Annual Conferences were represented. 
Many of our leaders were present including 
CMC President, Church Ministries Director, 
W.M.S. President-Barbara Campbell, DCM 
Chairman-Ben Gerald, ETAC Chairman-Brian 
Tyre, MSAC Conference Chairman-Chris 
Covington and NTAC Chairman-Wilton Fowler. 
It was a packed house consisting of over 
twenty pastors and representatives from over 
twenty churches.    

  
Dr. Toler presented his newest training 
seminar and, as always, did a great job in 
offering concepts and practices that equip our 
pastors and leadership in the local church. This 
event is for the entire church and will be 
repeated in the Mississippi Annual Conference 

in June of this year at Victory Congregational 
Methodist Church. We encourage your 
participation to take full advantage of this 
opportunity to equip your church with simple 
but transforming principles. 
 
DEFY the ODDS 
It doesn’t get any better than this! The practical 
nuts and bolts of a healthy church. I urge our 
pastors and leaders to make the commitment, 
mark your calendar and join us at Rock 
Springs for an unbelievable day of learning 
how to be effective in the many areas of 
ministries in the local church. Rock Springs has 
tested and proven the methods, process, and 
the strategies that have taken a church to 
phenomenal growth. You and your people will 
be stirred and blessed by great times of 
worship. You will be inspired and challenged in 
the main sessions by Senior Pastor Benny 
Tate. 
 
This conference will cover all facets of ministry 
in the local church with many Break-Out 
Sessions, including: Men’s Ministry, Children’s 
Ministry, Small Groups, Media and 
Communications, Assimilation, Music Ministry, 
Missions-Home & Abroad, First Impressions, 
Staffing and Financing, Church Care and more. 
This is an opportunity you do not want to miss.  
 
2014: YEAR OF PRAYER  
If you read one book on prayer this year, it 
should be “The Circle Maker!” It is one that is 
sure to change and improve your prayer life. 
You can purchase your copy of Circle-Maker 
through Church Ministries for $10.00 plus 
shipping. This is a must read for our people 
during this Year of Prayer. Call us at 
601.845.8788 or email ccaver@cmchq.net to 
order your copy. We are offering a 10% 
discount on orders of 10 or more. 
 
 
KEITH MERRITT is the Senior Pastor of Weaver 
Congregational Methodist Church where he has 
served for over 30 years and also serves as the 
Director of Church Ministries for the CMC.   
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Only $20 per person 
Includes all Conference Materials, 

Snacks & Lunch! 

Special Group Rate - Groups 
up to 10 

only $100 * 
 

(*rate valid for group from a single church, $10pp thereafter) 
Register Your Group Today - call (770)229-8663 

DTOConference.com 

It's Not Too Late to Register for Defy the Odds! 
We're only a couple of weeks away from the Defy the Odds Church Growth Conference at Rock Springs Church on April 
12, 2014 from 8am-4pm. We would be honored if you would join us for an exciting day of Praise & Worship, special guest 
speakers, free resources & 17 informative breakout sessions covering every area of local church ministry...all 
designed specifically to help you to grow your church & God's Kingdom. You don't want to miss this day of renewal & 
encouragement for you & your ministry team, staff & volunteers! Don't forget we have a half-price group rate still available! 

Gather your team, volunteers, & ministry leaders and plan to join us for this exciting opportunity to make the coming 
year a season of growth & expansion for your church! We care about your ministry’s success...allow us to prove it at the 
Defy the Odds Church Growth Conference! Together with God we can Defy the Odds! CALL TO REGISTER TODAY! 
 
Testimonials from previous conference: 

“WOW! My people & I were overwhelmed with love & your servant’s hearts. We have been going through some rough times 
as a church & this day was like the balm of Gilead for me & my flock.” Pastor from Macon, GA 

“Thank you for a great church growth conference! We came back fired up & with a ‘boat-load’ of new ideas!” Pastor from 
Alabama 
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MISSIONS
BELIZE

 
 

We are excited to announce that our first 
church in Belize is beginning construction of 
their church building!  The church, which has 
been meeting in a small rental property, has 
begun construction of a facility that will have a 
worship center, classroom space, and a 
fellowship hall.  They are very excited!   

The church 
is growing 
and reaching 
out to the 
small town  
of Orange 
Walk, Belize, 
and is even 
in the pro-
cess of work-
ing towards 
planting a 
new church 
in the nearby 
village of 
San Jose. 

Future Leaders in Missions Prepare for a 
Second Year of Ministry 

Last year, the CMC 
Missions began a 
pilot program to help 
young people ages 
16-20 experience a 
mission’s trip in a 
cross-cultural experi-

ence.  Our goal was to help these young 
people see what God is doing in other parts of 
the world and experience service first hand. 

The program had a strong start with 10 young 
people traveling to Belize and working for a 
week in Orange Walk, Belize and San Jose, 
Belize.  It was a great trip! 

These young people helped lead Bible study 
for children and youth and also helped with a 

construction project at 
a local home in need 
of repair.  One 
highlight of the week 
was the opportunity 
for this team to be a 
part of the ground-
breaking service for 
Fuente De Vida CMC! 

Do you have a young person in your church 
who might be interested in this type of 
experience?  It’s a great way to challenge the 
next generation of leaders in your church to be 
involved in missions!  Contact us at 
info@cmcmissions.com for more information! 

DAVY FENTON is the Senior Pastor of Mt. Vernon 
Congregational Methodist Church and also serves 
as the Missions Director for CMC.  

Fuente De Vida Begins 
Building Project!
Director Davy Fenton 
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 44th General Conference 
of the Congregational Methodist Church 

2014 
The Year  
of Prayer 

Dr. James Merritt is the Lead Pastor of Cross Pointe Church in Duluth, 
GA. As a popular Bible teacher and respected voice of the Christian 
faith, James has been interviewed by media outlets including 60 Minutes, 
The New York Times, ABC World News Tonight, Time Magazine, and 
Hannity and Colmes. Each week, Merritt's messages are broadcast in all 
50 states and 122 countries around the world through Touching Lives, a 
television and media ministry. Dr. Merritt is also the former President of 
the Southern Baptist Convention.   

Dr. Benny Tate has served for over 20 years as the Senior Pastor of Rock 
Springs Church is Milner, GA.  The church has grown from 50 in 
attendance to more than 5,000 under his leadership.  The following 
ministries are located on the Rock Springs Church Campus: Rock 
Springs Medical Clinic; Rock Springs Christian Academy, the Potters 
House for Women and Impact Street Ministries to care for the homeless.  
Benny also serves as the President of the Congregational Methodist 
Denomination.  Dr. Tate has served many times as the Chaplain for the 
U.S Senate and the U.S. House of Representatives in Washington, D.C. 

Richard Headrick is an author, actor and successful businessman from 
Laurel, Mississippi. He has founded many ministries including, Majestic 
Crosses and Signs, Hell Fighters Motorcycle Ministry, Mission at the 
Cross Rehab Center, and The Hope Foundation. Richard is well for his 
efforts in the movie, “Last Ounce of Courage”, and for his travels well 
documented in his book, “American’s Church Through the Eyes of a 
Bum.”  

June 2-6 
Monday-Friday 

- TUESDAY NIGHT, JUNE 3, 2014 at 7pm 

- WEDNESDAY NIGHT, JUNE 4, 2014 at 7pm 

- THURSDAY NIGHT, JUNE 5, 2014 at 7pm 



WHISPER 
OF GOD

 
 

“God does not have favorites, 
but He does have intimates.”

An elderly gentlemen had serious hearing 
problems for a number of years. He went to the 
doctor and the doctor was able to have him 
fitted for a set of hearing aids that allowed the 
gentleman to hear 100%. The elderly 
gentleman went back in a month to the doctor 
and the doctor said, “Your hearing is perfect. 
Your family must be really pleased that you 
can hear again.” The gentleman replied, “Oh, I 
haven’t told my family yet. I just sit around and 
listen to the conversations. I’ve changed my 
will three times!”

Certainly to have great haring is a blessing and 
to be able to hear a whisper is a real blessing. 
Do you realize that God whispered to Elijah in I 
Kings 19:12? Yes, He spoke to him in a still, 
small voice or a low whisper. Upon reading this 
story I realized the only way God can whisper 
to us is for us to be real close to Him. Don’t you 
want Him to be able to whisper to you? I know I 
certainly do and the reality is you can be as 
close to God as you desire to be. The Bible 
says draw night to God and He will draw night 
to you (James 4:8).  

I believe there are Three 
Steps to Experiencing 
the Whisper of God.

First, you must give God your TIME.  King 
David said, “My voice shalt thou hear in the 
morning.” (Psalm 5:13)  David was the King of 
the most powerful kingdom on earth with 
tremendous responsibilities but he took time 
every day for God. Yes, he was busy! I truly 
believe sometimes if the devil can’t make you 
bad he will make you busy. I love what Louie 
Giglio said, “Whenever you say yes to 
anything, there is less of you for something 
else. Make sure your yes is worth the less. 

Secondly, you need TOOLS. I am talking about 
tools when you meet with God in your quiet  

time. You need a place where you meet with 
God everyday. You need a pad and pen. God 
is going to speak to you and give you insights 
and a short pencil is better than a long 
memory. You need a prayer list and you need 

a plan for reading your 
Bible. Billy Graham said 
every day he reads five 
Psalms and one Proverb 
and with that schedule he 

reads both books in a month. Make sure you 
have a plan for reading your Bible. 

Thirdly, you need TRUST. I assure you the 
people who whisper to you are the people you 
trust and if God is going to whisper to you then 
you must trust Him. 

Does God whisper to all people? Well, the 
answer is no. But according to the Scripture He 
does whisper to some. Adrian Rogers said it 
best, “God does not have favorites, but He 
does have intimates.” My prayer is that you 
experience the whisper of God. 

The Whisper of God
Dr. Benny Tate
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JOHN
WESLEY

 
 

PART 3 

John Wesley’s missionary endeavor in America 
was not a success. Both John and Charles 
came to the colonies. Charles came as the 
secretary of General Oglethorpe, but was not 
physically well, and truth be told, he was not 
happy with the lack of the societal norms to 
which he was accustomed. Finally, the day 
came when he found himself sleeping on the 
floor with rain water coming in on him. He 
packed up and headed back to his beloved 
England. 

John did not fare much better. His original goal 
was to preach to the American Indian. The 
colonists had too great a need (Oglethorpe felt) 
for him make much of an effort to reach out to 
the un-evangelized. In addition to this, Wesley 
did not quite fit in with the locals – He was a 
High Church Anglican, and led a traditional and 
quite strict liturgy.  He kept himself busy doing 
what he had been trained to do. His Sunday 
looked like this: 

5:00-6:30 English Prayers  

9:00-10:00 Italian Prayers  

10:30-12:30 English Communion 

1:00-2:00 French Prayers  

2:00-3:00 Catechism of Children  

3:00-4:00 English Prayers  

Wesley’s ways were rejected by the locals, and 
he was miserable.  Not only that, John Wesley 
found himself in a relational controversy. 
Sophy Hopkey was a young lady that Wesley 
struck up a relationship with during his four 

month voyage to America. Wesley was 
employed by her mother to teach her French. 
They soon grew close. 

Don’t misread the situation. Often there are 
articles and sermons that mention the “Sophy 
Hopkey scandal” as if something improper 
happened. Wesley was such a gentleman that  
he would never have crossed any lines with 
Miss Hopkey – and that was part of the 
problem. Miss Hopkey had her sights set on a 
wedding – John had his set on ministry. There 
is a bit of a back story to this situation: In 
England, Wesley and his Holy Club had 
studied and practiced several ancient practices 
such as fasting three times a week, the sign of 
the cross, etc. One of the practices Wesley felt 
was ancient and orthodox was celibacy. He 
had committed himself to being celibate in 
order to focus on ministry. He had, in fact, 
asked Charles to help him keep his 

John Wesley’s 
American Adventure
Dr. Chris Lohrstorfer
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commitment. So, when John was being 
pressured by Sophy Hopkey, Charles went to 
her and told her flat out “John will never marry 
you. He has taken a vow of celibacy.” He did 
give her an alternative however. Mr. William 
Williamson was another man who had an 
interest in Sophy. Charles put them together, 
and on March 12, 1737, she married him on a 
whim. John was shocked and hurt.  
 
In the Church of England during Wesley’s time, 
congregants had to sign up in advance for 
Communion. This was for a couple of reasons, 
but the most important one was so that the 
minister could decide in advance if he had 
reason not to serve communion to someone. 
When it came to the newlywed Williamson 
couple, they not only didn’t sign up for 
communion, but they were, in Wesley’s 
estimation, in sin. She had clearly broken their 
relationship off improperly and had married in 
haste. But, she had also not been in Church 
since March. So, when they approached the 
altar one Sunday in August, Wesley refused to 
serve them. Unfortunately, Sophy Hopkey 

Williamson’s uncle was the local political boss, 
and he did not like Wesley. Wesley soon found 
himself in trouble with the court, but was 
acquitted of any wrong-doing since the couple 
had in fact not signed up in advance for 
communion. After a second summons to the 
court, Wesley had had enough and he left for 
England. 

 
Besides not being able to preach to the 
Indians, finding himself not a part of the 
culture, and the whole Sophy Hopkey debacle, 
Wesley had even a bigger failure in his sights – 
His own spiritual failure. His commentary on 
his American mission was “I went to America, 
to convert the Indians; but oh! Who shall 
convert me?”  The answer to that question was 
to be found in a group of German Christians 
called the Moravians. 
 
 
 
DR. CHRIS LOHRSTORFER is an ordained elder 
in the CMC and is the Senior Pastor of Hinds 
Independent Methodist Church, in Raymond, MS 
where he has served for 17 years. He holds a BA in 
Pastoral Ministries from Wesley College, a MA in 
Theology from Wesley Biblical Seminary, and a 
PhD in Historical Theology from the University of 
Manchester. Chris and his wife Mary have two 
children, Diana, and Nicolas.  
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NEW
FACILITY

 
 

Keystone CM Church of Mesquite, TX 

"A Place to Connect…  
A Place to Grow…  
A Place to Serve" 

At Keystone Church of Mesquite, you will find a 
group of people who are committed to Christ 
and are working together to serve others in our 
community. You will find a place where the 
Bible is valued as God's Word, and these same 
people are attempting to apply Biblical 
principles to their daily lives. You will find a 
place to focus on the Lord through worship and 
prayer. You will find a place of fellowship for 
people of all ages.  

Keystone Church of Mesquite is located at 
1016 Pioneer Road between Newsom and 
Sierra in Mesquite, Texas. 

Keystone Church was created when Wesleyan 
Bible Church, led by Pastor Ken Griffis, and 
Trinity Life Chapel, led by Pastor Kenny Martin, 
joined together. They now serve Keystone 
Church as co-pastors. 

They are looking forward being in a new 
building with the potential of numerical and 
continued spiritual growth. 

KEN GRIFFIS is the Co-Senior Pastor of Keystone 
Congregational Methodist Church and also serves 
as the Director of Church Ministries for the CMC.   

KENNY MARTIN is the Co-Senior Pastor of 
Keystone Congregational Methodist Church.  

Keystone CMC Looks 
Forward to New Facility
Pastors Ken Griffis / Kenny Martin
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CHURCH 
HEALTH

 
 

Last year, Dr. Benny Tate issued a challenge 
for each church to work toward a 10-10-10 
Plan and New Hope gladly accepted his 
challenge.  Keith Merritt, Church Ministries 
Director, visited with many of our people and 
led us through an honest assessment of our 
church.  This relationship continues in a 
coaching capacity. We began a journey to 
answer the “tough” questions.  The question 
that really stood out to me was, “If our church 
ceased to exist, how would it impact our 
community?” The result has been to be
intentional in everything we do from that 
moment forward.    

One example is prayer. We have always been 
a church of prayer, but we began to change 
our perspective in regard to how we prayed.  
God convicted me as we were working through 
this process that I had been praying, “God, 
bless this work we are doing.” What I needed 
to be praying was, “God, lead us toward the 
work you will bless!” We also developed a 
Prayer Plan in order to pray through our core 
values (derived from Transformational Church):
Missionary Mindset, Prayerful Dependence, 
Relational Intentionality, Vibrant Leadership, 
Worship, Community 
and Mission.  As we 
have prayed through 
these key values and 
actions, they have 
become an integral 
part of our decision-
making on every 
level. 

Now that we had 
established our core values and actions, we 
needed to develop a process and strategy in 
order to accomplish our mission:  Helping 
People Find and Follow Jesus Christ.  We 
determined that if our goal was to see lives 

transformed, then we needed to be more 
intentional about leading them through an 
intentional process.  The process we have 
owned was taken from Simple Church by 
Thom Rainier:  Connect – Grow – Serve.   We 
are intentionally working to create a culture 
where everyone feels valued, connected and 
engaged in our process.   

Connect:  Connecting 
people to a relationship 
with Jesus Christ and 
to New Hope Church.  
In order to see 
conversions and 
growth, we would need 
to create bridge events 
(Friend Day, 
Basketball, Family Fun 
Days, Passing our 

Free Water Bottles at our annual Blueberry 
Festival, etc.) to increase our church’s 
exposure in our community and build 
relationships with the unbelievers and those 
disengaged with Church.  Thankfully our 

A Journey In Church 
Health- New Hope CMC
Pastor Brian Tyre 
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“The DECISIONS we make today will 
determine the STORIES we’ll tell tomorrow.”             
- Craig Groschel  

 

people began to embrace this principle and we 
began hearing stories of people being saved 
as a result of a 
relationship 
with someone 
in our church 
or by attending 
one of our 
connect 
events.   We also realized that if we were going 
to connect with young families, we needed to 
connect with their children and provide 
worship, sermons and events that met their 
needs.  This led us to renovate and revitalize 
our Children’s Building and Children’s Ministry; 
which has really been a great investment. 
 
Grow:  Growing our faith in Jesus Christ.  As 
we assessed our Sunday School Ministry, we 
realized only a few of our younger adults were 
attending.   Therefore, we worked to create an 
environment of Community within our groups.  
While we still studied Bible-based lessons, we 
emphasized strengthening the relationships 
within those in the group.  We also began 
placing a high priority on our Wednesday Night 
Fellowship, which has developed into one of 
our best discipleship programs.  The majority 
of those in attendance are involved in some 
form of ministry; whether serving on a Cook 
Team or serving in our children’s or student 
ministries, they are plugged in somewhere on 
some level.   
 
Serve:  Serving others.  Our expectation for 
each member is simple:  Everyone serving 
somewhere.  The goal is to help people find a 
place that fits their passion and personality.  
Not only do we want our people to serve in the 
church, we encourage service in our 
community as well.  A few months ago we 
launched our Mission Ministry, which focuses 
on serving locally and sharing globally.  
Beyond our support to foreign missions, we are 
working to cultivate a missionary mindset 
within our own community.   For now, we serve 
free coffee and breakfast each Thursday 
morning to 60-70 commuters who pass by our 
church on their way to work; we prepare and 

serve a meal each month at our local homeless 
shelter; and we serve lunch and bring clothes 

to give away 
at a local, 

low-income 
apartment 
complex.  

Each of 
these 

projects has stretched our church to look for 
needs around us and find a way to meet them.   
 
It hasn’t happened overnight but over the last 
five years and especially the last two that we 
have attempted to be radical in intentionality 
with a strategic process we are seeing 
wonderful results. Some are measurable and 
evident and many less visible, but all with a 
story. Instead of becoming impatient, we 
stayed the course.  Last year, we finally began 
to see some measurable results.  Our average 
attendance in Sunday worship increased in 
2013 from 2012 by 31% and in Life Groups 
(Sunday school) by 29%. This year we are 
averaging 160 in worship (a 60% increase from 
2012) and in Life Groups we are averaging 95 
(a 36% increase from 2012). To God be the 
glory for the things He has done. The real 
bonus from growing has been more people 
serving in a ministry than ever before.   
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BRIAN TYRE is the Senior Pastor of New Hope 
Congregational Methodist Church and also serves 
as the East Texas Annual Conference Chairman as 
well as a member of the CMC Mission’s Board.  
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June 14, 2014  
9 AM – 2 PM (Lunch Provided) 

Victory CM Church 125 Hwy 469 Florence, MS 39073 



FINANCIAL
PEACE

 

“many young 
families want 
to give, but 

many of them 
simply can’t.”

While almost every American has some debt to 
his or her own name, statistics show that forty-
five million Americans carry over ten thousand 
dollars’ worth of personal debt. Forty-three 
percent of American families are over-exceeding 
their income yearly, spending more than they 
bring in. Statistics also tells us that most of these 
families are forty and under.  With those statistics 
continuing to grow, a church cannot sustain itself 
financially by reaching young families unless it 
puts into place a system to help them overcome 
their debt and teach them the importance of 
giving to the local church.  That’s exactly what we 
did at Bethlehem Community Church by 
implementing the nine-week, Financial Peace
University classes from Dave Ramsey.   

We are currently in our third FPU class at BCC 
led by our licensed FPU Trainer, Lou Lowe. Lou 
has taught FPU for many years with the military 
and is now lending his services to Bethlehem 
Community Church.   

We have had an average of fifteen people per 
class with highs of over thirty. After keeping in 
touch with former class members and 
current ones we have eliminated close 
to $250,000.00 dollars in debt since our 
first class. It has been a God-send to 
many of our young couples who now 
boast confidence in handling their 
finances and giving to the Lord.  Week 
nine of FPU focuses on giving and the 
importance of tithing to the local church which is 
always topped off with the group working 
together to bless another.  

In our first class on week 9 we were able to 
coordinate with the manager of a local pizza 
business and get a delivery driver that was in 
need. With funds raised in the class we were 
able to give that driver a $800.00 tip. In tears the 
driver accepted our gift as well as a $100 gift 
certificate to attend our next FPU.  The driver 
was in our morning service the following Sunday.  

In our second class on week 9 we teamed up 
with the Crisis Pregnancy Center in Laurel where 
we met a young lady who had considered 
abortion. She was already a single mother of two 
and was struggling to get by. With the help and 
encouragement of the CPC she decided to put 
her baby up for adoption instead of having an 

abortion. While going to the CPC for 
counseling she accepted Christ as her 
personal savior. We were so touched 
by her story we invited her to our final 
lesson to give her testimony. We 
already knew before she arrived that 
we wanted to help her and show her 
support for making the decision not to 

have an abortion. With the help of all the 
members in the class, we sent her off in tears 
with a gift of $1000.00. 

What we have realized is that young families 
want to give, but many of them simply can’t.  But 
through our classes we are seeing that spiritual 
changes come with financial changes. 

JAMIE ALTMAN is the Senior Pastor of Bethlehem 
Community Church and serves on the Board of the 
Division of Church Ministries for the CMC. 

Leading Young Families 
to Financial Peace
Pastor Jamie Altman
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 Four and a half years ago, Michael Matthews 
was the youth pastor at Victory CMC. Michael’s 
long passion for music has always been a strong 
resource in sharing the Gospel. Michael did the 
same thing with the youth in his group by reaching 
out to two students, Stephen Fairchild and Justin 
Nipper. The three all started playing together with 
limited to no experience with the instruments that 
they were playing. They learned one or two songs 
to try and bring worship into the youth group. 
Stephen and Justin accepted Christ as their savior 
as part of Michael using this time to share the 
message of Jesus with these two guys. 
 Months later, while attending the MS CMC 
youth camp, Michael, Justin, & Stephen met Roddy 
Merritt. Roddy was attending Wesley College as 
a Pastoral Major with an emphasis in worship. He 
had returned to college late in his life after feeling 
a call to follow God to do music. After performing 
a song with the guys during an impromptu talent 
show, Michael reached out to Roddy to help him try 
and take his worship time in the youth group to the 
next level. 
 

 Michael, Roddy, Justin, and Stephen soon 
started hanging out and practicing on a regular 
basis, and eventually bonded and they all became 
friends. After months of leading worship, the guys 
found themselves being asked to play at other 
churches and events. After a few shows, they finally 
decided to name themselves.
 After about five months of playing together, 
Michael suggested that the band begin looking for a 
bass player. Stephen and Justin began reaching out 
to an unsaved friend, Travis White, and suggested 
the position to him. Travis become more and 
more influenced by the outreach between Justin 
and Stephen, who soon introduced him to Roddy 
and Michael. Michael soon saw the opportunity to 
reach another student and lead him to salvation. 
Between a month of practice, the influence of four 
Christian guys, and God working through all of 
it, Travis accepted Christ and was ready position 
of bass player. Now, the band was now ready to 
become SOMETHINGPOSITIVE!
  They would begin a year of playing in front 
of huge crowds, opening for signed bands and 

S O M E
THING 
POSITIVE

The Story  of
 

 
It has been a year of blessings and harvest for 
Edgewood Church.  We have renovated our 
sanctuary, lobby, children’s facility, and are in 
the process of enlarging and remodeling our 
fellowship hall.  The excitement and 
momentum has helped our monthly attendance 
rise and our services are marked by the 
presence of the Lord. 

We recently hosted an area-wide men’s 
conference entitled “Man Among Men”. Dr. 
Benny Tate, Senior Pastor of Rock Springs 
Congregational Methodist Church, and John 
Croyle, Founder and Director of Big Oak 
Ranch for boys and girls, were the keynote 
speakers and spoke with an anointing, 
urgency, and a vibrant word from the Lord.  We 
were challenged by Ezekiel 22:30 – “To be a 
Man Among Men”.  There were relevant break-
out sessions, powerful worship services, and 
challenging messages.  Each man left with a 
sense of being a leader and standing in the 
gap. (Ezekiel 22:30) 

Many of our own Congregational Methodist 
Churches were represented.  Special thanks to 
our Choccolocco CMC, Brasher’s Chapel, Blair 
CMC, Fairview CMC, Liberty Grove CMC, 
Liberty Hill CMC, Mosley Bridge CMC, 
Piedmont CMC, Weaver CMC, and Young’s 
Chapel CMC, and many others from various 
denominations with over 200 in attendance. 

Special thanks to our Associate Pastor, Barry 
Thompson, for providing great leadership in 
bringing our conference together.  He worked 
with a core group of men who had a great 
vision and met for 8 months in prayer and 
preparation.  Special thanks to Billy Strickland, 
Tyler Bowler, Matt Martin, Jeff Robertson, 
Aaron Taylor, Tim Bowden, Steven Waits, 
Phillip Hopkins, Ron Bridges, and Garan 
Mason.

A Year of Blessings 
for Edgewood CMC. 
Dr. Bill Snow
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writing and recording their first original songs.  The 
band saw a continual increase in shows, camps, 
music videos, and so on. Things were great, but 
hardships were around the corner. The deaths of 
family members, school, job related issues, church, 
and health dilemmas all arose putting great strains 
on the band. Through all the challenges, the band 
continued its tough journey. 
 At the end of 2012 and following into 
2013 the band found themselves beginning to 
question the future of SOMETHINGPOSITIVE. The 
shows had dwindled, tensions had rose, money 
and school struggles were even greater, and all 
seemed to be too much. It began to look like a 
door was closing. Even after playing a show with 
iconic band, Switchfoot, this seemed to be the end 
to this ministry. During this time the band received 
two big phone calls. One was from Shining Light 
Prison Ministry. This ministry was interested in the 
band being their road band for their summer tour. 
The second was from Scotty Wilbanks, producer 
and keyboardist for the band Third Day. Recording 
at an industry level was one of the hardest and 
most humbling experiences they had taken part 
in. Following recording with Scotty, the band went 

out on a month long tour with Shining Light. After 
ten stops in maximum security prisons and youth 
facilities, the band found a new light and love for 
what they did. 
 Now, with a new EP, a renewed spirit, and 
God opening huge doors, SOMETHINGPOSITIVE 
is a living example of God providing. “Through all 
of this we have become family, learned to live by 
faith, and that we represent something bigger than 
ourselves.” - Lead singer, Roddy Merritt. 

Find out more about SOMETHINGPOSITIVE at 
www.somethingpositivemusic.tumblr.com 
or like us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/somethingpositivemusic

 
 

Keystone CM Church of Mesquite, TX 

"A Place to Connect…  
A Place to Grow…  
A Place to Serve" 

At Keystone Church of Mesquite, you will find a 
group of people who are committed to Christ 
and are working together to serve others in our 
community. You will find a place where the 
Bible is valued as God's Word, and these same 
people are attempting to apply Biblical 
principles to their daily lives. You will find a 
place to focus on the Lord through worship and 
prayer. You will find a place of fellowship for 
people of all ages.  

Keystone Church of Mesquite is located at 
1016 Pioneer Road between Newsom and 
Sierra in Mesquite, Texas. 

Keystone Church was created when Wesleyan 
Bible Church, led by Pastor Ken Griffis, and 
Trinity Life Chapel, led by Pastor Kenny Martin, 
joined together. They now serve Keystone 
Church as co-pastors. 

They are looking forward being in a new 
building with the potential of numerical and 
continued spiritual growth. 

KEN GRIFFIS is the Co-Senior Pastor of Keystone 
Congregational Methodist Church and also serves 
as the Director of Church Ministries for the CMC.   

KENNY MARTIN is the Co-Senior Pastor of 
Keystone Congregational Methodist Church.  

Keystone CMC Looks 
Forward to New Facility
Pastors Ken Griffis / Kenny Martin
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Convenient, Quality, Affordable 
Education with a Christian Worldview

Call 1-877-762-8669 or visit 
www.OhioChristian.eduApply Today!

1476 Lancaster Pike
Circleville, Ohio 43113

1-877-762-8669
www.OhioChristian.edu

Traditional Undergraduate
Join our vibrant campus community to get 
a quality education grounded in a Christian 
worldview. Majors include Biblical Studies, Disaster 
Management, Interdisciplinary  Studies, Ministry, 
Music, Psychology, and Teacher Education.

Adult & Online Programs
Complete your associate, bachelors, or masters 
degree in as little as 2 years. Choose one of 15 
locations or learn online. Areas of study include:
Agribusiness, Business, Healthcare, Leadership, Logistics, 
Ministry, Psychology, Substance Abuse, and more.



 
 

 

Imagine, Erik Estrada, Jessica Lynch, Brandy Allison, Kelly Bowling and many 
other Christian film and music celebrities speaking and performing at your church 
with the film Virtuous! Let's face it: The culture war raging against women in 
America today is fierce. That’s why they made Virtuous and that’s why they want to 
visit your church.  
 

Premiere May 9-11 Rock Springs Church Milner GA 
Viewing May 16 Edgewood CMC Anniston, AL 
Viewing May 18 New Vision CMC Alma, GA 
VIewing TBA Bethlehem CMC Laurel, MS 
Viewing TBA Victory CMC Florence, MS 

 

NOW BOOKING - Virtuous Woman's Conference! 
These conferences are designed to make the film come to life as audiences 
personally hear from the actresses. You actually hear their personal testimonies 
and stories as depicted in the film. It’s a powerful combination of film and reality! 
CONTACT ROCK SPRINGS CHURCH for more info: 770-229-8663 

 

Filmed at  

JOIN  THE 

TOUR 



MAKING A
DIFFERENCE

 
 

It has been a year of blessings and harvest for 
Edgewood Church.  We have renovated our 
sanctuary, lobby, children’s facility, and are in 
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A Year of Blessings 
for Edgewood CMC. 
Dr. Bill Snow
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Our wonderful ladies did a great job in helping 
with the registering, greeting, and preparing the 
fellowship hall.  Thanks to Danny Shears, 
owner of Moore Printing in Anniston, Alabama, 
for providing the printing.  Thanks to Rev. Chris 
Bruce, General Manager of the Chick-Fil-A in 
Oxford, Alabama, for helping with the meal. 
 
We are excited to support the ministry of J.C. 
Films.  On March 6th, Edgewood hosted Actor 
Erik Estrada and Contemporary Christian 
singer, Brandy Allison as they introduced the 
new Christian film, “Uncommon”.  This film 
deals with the religious freedoms and rights of 
our young people in school.  Every Christian 
and youth group needs to watch and discuss 
this informative movie. 
 

 

We are in the process of having them come 
back on May 16 for the pre-screening of the 
new movie “Virtuous”, starring our own Rock 
Springs CMC, and then follow that by having 
our 1st Ladies Conference on May 17th. 
 
Edgewood Church is facing our challenger 
head on.  We are taking big steps of faith and 
we are excited about the upcoming year. 
  
We have a big vision.  Phillip Brooks, that great 
preacher of the 1800’s said, “Pray the largest 
prayers, you cannot think a prayer so large that 
God in answering it will not wish you had made 
it larger.  Pray not for crutches, but for wings.  
Don’t pray for a little help to barely make it 
through a situation – pray to soar.”  Our prayer 
for our beloved denomination and Edgewood 
Church is for us to soar!  Let this year be a 
year of praying big prayers. 
 
 
DR. BILL SNOW is the Senior Pastor of Edgewood 
Congregational Methodist Church where he has 
served for over 30 years and also serves as the 
Director of Church Ministries for the CMC.   
 
 
Dr. Snow was recently honored for over thirty 
years of ministerial service to Edgewood CMC. 
The church has experienced many 
transformations and healthy growth under his 
leadership.   He was presented a plaque by Dr. 
Tate.   
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EXPERIENCING
GROWTH

 
 

Liberty Grove CMC needed space. The vision 
was cast and the people of God have responded. 
Continued progress is being made on a beautiful
building to the glory of God which will consist of a 
sanctuary that will seat 300, offices, a fellowship 
hall double their present space, nursery/toddler 
room, state of the art multimedia system, 7 
spacious rooms for educational purposes, an 
elevator with restrooms located on both floors.  

Pastor Greg Norred and the leadership of the 
church are not only growing in facilities, they are 

growing in many other areas that are leading 
them to be a transformational church. They are a 
multigenerational church from infancy to senior 
adults and God has added to their number. The 
children's ministry is increasing and the youth 
ministry is vibrant under the youth pastor Matt 
Burchfield.   

The church understands the importance of 
reaching out in their own community in areas 
such as the soup kitchen in nearby Wedowee, 
supporting the Relay for Life and ministering in 
the area Nursing Homes. They presently have
major billboards on two main highways letting 

people know they are open to minister. 

Recently Dr. Benny Tate visited Woodland and 
met with Pastor Greg and his leadership team to 
update them on the work in the CMC. He then 

preached a powerful message in the evening 
service. God blessed, as many committed to 
drawing nearer to the Lord. This is a great church 
that is blessed with a wonderful pastor and 
visionary laity... they are moving forward in 
maximizing the health of their church.

GREG NORRED is the Senior Pastor of Liberty 
Grove Congregational Methodist Church. 

Liberty Grove CMC 
Experiences Growth
Pastor Greg Norred
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Once Methodism came to America, its message 
sparked an evangelical awakening. Summed up as 
"all men need to be saved, all men can be saved, all 
men can know they are saved, and all men can be 
saved to the uttermost," the message of Methodism 
resounded in the hearts of the early American people. 
After its official founding at the Christmas conference 
of 1784, Methodism spread quickly, becoming the 
largest Protestant denomination in the country. As 
the country moved west, Methodism moved with it. It 
was said that with every wagon train going west, a 
Methodist circuit rider went with it. 

It was out of this revival that the Congregational 
Methodist Church came into existence in 1852. 
Desiring to share the message of a heart-warming 
religion, and organize the people for discipleship, the 
founding fathers of the CMC exercised their faith and 
formed a doctrine based on the beliefs and teachings 
of John Wesley, yet with the spirit of American 
liberty. 




